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Structure, length and technical characteristics of the research plan 

The purpose of the research plan is to define what and how the student would like to research during the study and to develop a list of needed activities and a plan of their implementation under the supervision of the potential mentor. The research plan should demonstrate that the author is familiar with the topic and related research.

I. Structure of the research plan
	Structure 
	Additional directions
	Expected number 

	Introduction: 
· Introduce the topic of your planned research.
· Specify and describe the subject area (scientific field) of your planned research.
· Specify and describe the topic/problem of your planned research.
· State your reasons for selecting that topic.
	Present your topic and state, why it is essential to study it (good reasons include a lack of previous research, social significance, practical need, etc.).

Familiarise yourself with previous research and place your study in that context. 

What is already known about the topic?
	Approx. 1.000 words

	Purpose, objectives and results:
· Define the purpose of your planned research.
· Specify the objectives of your planned research.
· Specify the results of your planned research.
	The purpose should specify the main reason, why you are researching the choosen topic, while the objectives are the operational steps towards the completion of the purpose – in other words, what you will do in the research. The expected results of the research should match the objectives.
	Approx. 500 words

	Implementation: 
· Specify the activities, by which you will realize the objectives and obtain the results.
· Approximate duration and dates for their finalisation.
· Needed resources for the activities.
	When presenting the activities such as literature review, collecting the data, checking the data, analysing the data, conceptualising and operationalising the theoretical concepts, writing, consulting someone on specific issues, etc.,  you should present and justify the reasons for choosing a particular activity. Please, try to be as consistent as it gets with the contents you have written in the previous parts of the research plan.
	Approx. 500 words

	References:
List of key literature and sources related to the topic/problem of your research and the scientific field which will form a theoretical background of your research as well as the methodological one.
	The list of the references should consist of at least 100 items. Among those items, principal authors and the essential previous research about the concepts and methods that you intend to use in your research, should be included.
	Approx. 100 items

	Apendix: Timetable:
· Write down the activities related to your doctoral studies and the preparation and execution of the research.
· Work out a rough guestimate of how long your field of work may take
· The timetable should be divided by months for every academic year.  

	Schedule your research in the timetable (main phases of the research and study obligations). The timetable should identify how long you will need to complete each step in the process of the research. This will help you at evaluating the feasibility of your research and at the implementation of your activities into practice. 
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II. Technical characteristics of the research plan

· The research plan should be of a portrait A4 format, printed double-sided.
· Cover sheet: your name, the title of your study and the name of your potential mentor.
· The technical, form and linguistic features of the research plan must be following the
· Basic guidelines for forming written works at ISSBS and 
· Basic guidelines for using scientific apparatus at ISSBS.
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	Calendar year
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	status

	
	Activities / Months
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	Review of literature
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	Writing the theoretical part
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	Preparation and submission of doctoral
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	Collection of secondary data sources
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Preparation of data for analysis
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Descriptive data analysis
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Performing of the cluster analysis
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Writing of the empirical part
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Y 3
	Hypotheses and/or research questions verification
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Findings and conclusions writing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Finalizing a doctoral dissertation
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	Preparation and publishing a scientific article
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Defense of a doctoral dissertation
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